
As a nonprofit, we need all of the help we can get – and that’s where our 
volunteers come in. Because of those who choose to volunteer, we are 
able to allocate our time, money, and resources to directly benefit those 
we serve. Rather than hiring a company to provide janitorial services or 
additional administrative support, our volunteers step up and complete 
these tasks ensuring that our money can be put towards enhancing the 
lives of survivors.

The services our volunteers provide are truly invaluable and we 
recognize that they support our mission in unique ways. Volunteers 
can assist with tasks such as general cleaning duties, child care, and 
crisis intervention. Cosmetologists have volunteered their time to offer 
free haircuts and provide our clients with a new look. We have also had 
fitness instructors offer trauma sensitive yoga to our clients so they 
could learn ways to meditate, relax, and breathe. Volunteers can help 
our clients develop life skills and establish independence by teaching 
skills such as budgeting and resume building, among other things. 
Additionally, volunteer groups can help with bigger tasks like yard work 
and landscaping. 

Our Volunteer Services Manager, Amanda Courier, thoroughly enjoys 
the ability to use her education and background while helping others 
find ways to serve their community on a personal level. In her role, 
Amanda is able to connect the needs of both the agency and clients to 
dedicated people who are willing to put in the time and effort to make 
a difference. Each volunteer receives training and a comprehensive 
orientation in order to be prepared to tackle any task at hand. “It 
(orientation) gives them a thorough understanding of the barriers our 
clients face and why the work of the Women’s Center is so important. 
Our orientation process creates more caring advocates in our 
community who are ready to support survivors.”

If you or anyone you know is interested in volunteering with us, 
please contact Amanda by email at ACourier@bawc-mi.org or call                  

989-686-4551.

Here at the Bay Area Women’s Center, our sponsors play a major role in helping us 
work towards our mission of eliminating domestic and sexual violence. Our friends 
at both Labadie Auto Company and Wildfire Credit Union continue to support us 
year after year as title sponsors for the annual Wildly Gourmet Dinner and Power 
of the Purse events, respectively. Both companies provide us with the financial 
support to help us be successful, and we could never thank them enough. 

Labadie reached out to us in 2018 simply because they wanted to make a commitment to help pursue our mission. 
After being presented with the option to become our title sponsor for the Wildly Gourmet Dinner, Labadie stepped 
up to the plate and even went above and beyond to supply our guests with complimentary wine glasses and water 
bottles this year; however, Labadie’s commitment to BAWC does not stop after the Wildly Gourmet Dinner. In 
fact, Labadie continues to support us all year long by doing things like collecting business clothes to give to our 
clients and even supplying them with fun items during nearly every holiday. When it comes to our other large 
fundraising event, Power of the Purse, Labadie collects purses for use in the auction. 

Our Power of the Purse title sponsor, Wildfire Credit Union, has a passion for 
supporting the communities they serve by focusing their efforts on local non-
profits, according to Wildfire Chief Marketing Officer Linda McGee. By working 
with us, Wildfire is able to make a direct impact in the lives of the community we 
serve. McGee noted, “Everyday BAWC is about making a difference in someone’s 
life.” Ultimately, Wildfire loves doing what they can to help residents better their 
lives. We cannot wait to work with them once again for Power of the Purse 2020. 

When it comes to supporting our mission and the work we do, nobody is more prepared to step up than these two 
great companies. We are eternally grateful for the support offered from Labadie and Wildfire and are incredibly 
thankful for their belief in our mission.
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We, Not Me
Recognizing BAWC Volunteers

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Your donation today could 
change lives tomorrow.

Name(s):  ____________________________________________________

Billing Address: _______________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: ________ Zip:  __________

Phone: _________________ Email: _______________________________

Gift Amount:    $500      $250       $100       $50      Other: $__________

 Check    American Express    Discover    MasterCard    Visa

Credit Card #: ________________________________________________

Expiration Date: _______________  Security Code:__________________ 

Name on credit card: __________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Bay Area Women’s Center

Cut out form and mail to:   Bay Area Women’s Center 
    P.O. Box 1458 
    Bay City, MI 48706

 
You can save time and donate online!  
Visit www.bawc-mi.org and select “Give”

Did we use the wrong name or address? Please contact us with updates.

Labadie and Wildfire Show Support
Going Above and Beyond to Help Survivors

For 24 hours on Tuesday, May 5th
you can GIVE LOCAL and make 
a difference in the lives of those 
affected by domestic violence 
and sexual assault.

•	 Give online at www.givelocalbay.org 
and select Bay Area Women’s Center 
from the main page, or

•	 Drop off a check at the Bay Area 
Community Foundation 8:30 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m. (All checks need to be made 
out to Bay Area  Community Foundation 
with “Bay Area Women’s Center” in the 
memo line.)  

Go to www.givelocalbay.org 
on May 5, 2020 to give!

Bay Area Women’s Center is looking for Great Men. With a donation of $100, 
your name - or the name of a great man you nominate - will be featured in 
the Bay City Times on Father’s Day. All funds raised support services that 
keep families safe, empower individuals, and educate our community. Now 
is the time for Great Men to make a real and lasting impact, especially as 
COVID-19 creates new challenges for our clients and agency. 

Text GREATMEN to 44321 to give today!
Questions? Contact us at 989-686-2251 or LRichardson@bawc-mi.org.

Are you the man we are looking for? 

Proud to be a United Way 
Impact Partner

Annual Awards Luncheon

Alice & Jack Wirt
Spirit of Giving Award

Date is to be determined
Doubletree by Hilton, Downtown Bay City

$25 per person
For more information, visit www.bawc-mi.org, call 

989.686.2251 or email info@bawc-mi.org

Featuring the presentation of the 



At the Bay Area Women’s Center, we have the incredible opportunity 
to offer life-changing programs and services to our community. It is 
inspiring to see and hear the successes of our clients and be that helping 
hand as they navigate their new life. All that we are able to do would not 
be possible were it not for the support of our generous community.

On February 29, we hosted our annual Wildly Gourmet 
Dinner and Wine Tasting (formerly the Wild Game 
Dinner) for a crowd of nearly 400. Through this 
one event, over $44,000 was raised to help fund our 
programs. We know how giving our community 
can be, but we are always amazed to feel and see 
that overwhelming support. A number of incredible 
sponsors helped to make this event a reality, and they 

are listed below.

Although we say thank you often and in many forms, it feels as though 
we cannot say it enough. Our gratitude is endless for our community.

Truly,

 
 
Jeremy J. Rick, Executive Director

Board of Directors
Julie Malesky - President 
Nexteer

Tom Hickner - Vice President 
Past Bay County Executive

Alice Gerard - Treasurer 
Community Volunteer

Sue Kirchman - Secretary 
Community Volunteer

Sharon Miller - Past President 
ITH Staffing and HR Solutions

Carol Bogan 
Chaplain, Cancer Services

Mimi Boon 
McLaren Hospital, Retired

Joyce Cook 
Community Volunteer 

Susan Cook 
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP

Mark Denay 
Financial Advisor, Retired

Konnie Gill 
Community Volunteer

Anne Gregory 
Business Owner, Retired

Cindy Gregory 
Ayre Rhinehart Realtors

William Gutzwiller 
Director of Public Safety, Retired

Kurt Miller 
McLaren Bay Region, Retired

Marc Nienhuis, PharmD 
McLaren Bay Region

Angela Radlinski, Retired Educator 
Saginaw Area Catholic Schools

With Your Support
Executive Director’s Corner COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Dear Survivor...We believe you.

DID YOU KNOW?

Newsletter design donated by 
Lisa Bourdon-Krause, Design Science

My Body is Mine
Educating the Next Generation Via Empowerment
Community education and school presentations are key components in helping to address the issues of domestic 
and sexual violence with the next generation. Here at the Bay Area Women’s Center, we pride ourselves in our 
ability to provide customized presentations to our area schools in order to address topics like sexual harassment, 
consent, boundaries, and so much more. In doing so, we are able to set students up with the tools and resources 
they need to develop themselves into respectful adults 

One of our most requested presentations is “My Body is Mine,” which is crafted for an audience between 
preschool and second grade ages. The “My Body is Mine” program features our furry friend – and crowd favorite 
– Felix the Friendly Fox. Using an empowerment-focused education model, 
children are able to learn about boundaries by teaching Felix. This program takes 
the time to address examples of good, bad, and inappropriate touching while 
also asking the students to identify multiple trusted adults that they could talk 
to if a situation involving inappropriate touch were ever to occur. Additionally, 
we teach the students the anatomically correct names for their private parts, 
which provides them a necessary shield of safety when it comes to reporting. 
Ultimately, the goal of our classroom presentations is to provide students with a 
base understanding and education in order to keep themselves safe. 

If you would like to schedule a presentation on any topic, please contact 
Community Outreach Specialist, Cierra Hessbrook, by email at  
CHessbrook@bawc-mi.org or by phone at 989-686-4551.

Discussing the topics of domestic and sexual violence can be 
a little awkward, but not for Shawn, Ally, and Cierra. These 
three preventionists respectively represent Underground 
Railroad, Shelterhouse, and the Bay Area Women’s Center, 
the Great Lakes Bay Region’s local domestic violence and 
sexual assault support agencies. In a new collaboration, our 
three agencies are working together to diversify our outreach 
programs and reach a wider audience when it comes to 
community education. The Touchy Subjects Podcast provides 

a safe space for listeners to learn about topics relating to violence and get connected with helpful resources.

Each episode of Touchy Subjects Podcast is meant to be lighthearted to spark dialogue and change the culture 
while exploring topics that impact violence, gender roles, and social norms in America. By providing the 
community with this format of education, we are able to reach an audience who may not otherwise receive 
the information and help that they need. Additionally, we are able to reach populations well beyond our own 
communities and spread the message of violence prevention even further. 

To listen to Touchy Subjects Podcast, go to http://TouchySubjectsPodcast.buzzsprout.com/ or search “Touchy 
Subjects Podcast” on your favorite podcast listening app. You can also keep up to date with Touchy Subjects 
Podcast on social media by searching @TouchySubsPod on both Facebook and Twitter. For any questions, 
comments, or requests for resources please email TouchySubjectsPodcast@gmail.com to reach our team. 

Podcasting as Educational Tool
Challenge, Ask, Discuss APRIL IS

HERE’S WHY IT MATTERS

90% of college-aged women who were victims 
of sexual assault knew their assailant

Less than 5% of completed or attempted rape 
cases against college women get reported to law 
enforcement
67.5% of instances of rape are estimated to go 
unreported
5/1,000 rapists will be incarcertated

1/3 of all women experience 
physical or sexual violence by an 
intimate partner

1/5 of all women have experienced 
completed or attempted rape in 
their lifetimes

1/2 of all women have experienced 
sexual violence other than rape in 
their lifetimes

1/5 of all men have experienced 
sexual violence other than rape in 
their lifetimes

1/67 of all men have experienced 
completed or attempted rape in 
their lifetimes

1/6 of all men are sexually abused 
before age 16

www.RAINN.org
www.NSVRC.org

Denim Day
April 29, 2020

Denim Day has become an important day of protest due to a ruling made 
by the Italian Supreme Court. In 1992, an 18 year old women was raped by 
her 45 year old driving instructor. The women reported the rape and the 
man was prosecuted and sent to jail.

However, the man later appealed the case and suggested the rape was 
consensual. The Italian Supreme Court overturned the case and released 
the man from jail stating that the woman had been wearing tight jeans 
and would have had to help take them off. With this ruling, the Denim Day 
protests began. Now we wear jeans with the purpose of showing survivors 
that we believe them and will continue to fight for them.

Wear jeans and raise 
money for survivors 
of sexual assault.

Contact Cierra at CHessbrook@bawc-mi.org 
or call 989-686-4551 to get involved 

Thank You 2020 Wildly Gourmet Dinner Sponsors!
TITLE: Labadie Auto Company

GOLD: 
AHP CPAs & Advisors w  J.R. Heineman and Sons w  McLaren Bay Region  

Michigan Sugar Company w Warner Norcross + Judd LLP w Wildfire Credit Union  
Wirt Stone Docks

SILVER: 
Meijer w Northwoods Wholesale Outlet w The Gregory Family

BRONZE: 
Ambrose & Squires Funeral Homes w Bay Area Runners Club 

Coonan’s Irish Hub w Duncan’s Outdoor Shop, Inc w Garber Management Group 
The Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe w Scottish Rite Center w Weinlander Fitzhugh

Thank you to our 2020 “Love Shouldn’t 
Hurt” Saginaw Spirit specialty night 
sponsors! Together, we raised over 

$15,000 to support regional services for 
survivors of domestic violence.

To view the full list of sponsors, please visit our website www.bawc-mi.org


